HEBES3II v &4
HABEREZEHMES (WFUMB)EBES ETA

IR
RBPRAEEREEFIAR-FRE
REFILERKT BFRERERAF REHER
#HEEA BFEBEREZR - RERE

[B&FE]

JEi8 YR Hiroki Watanabe

193551 A208 4% (75/%)

[ S & UHREE]

19605 RALKZEZEEE, 1965F RIUKFRERBT EFiEL,

19675 RALKF M, 19765F REFFILERAZHIR GRREFRE)

1998 BB ARFRERIUR (FRAIES) . 2004F MBRREERS.

2007F RBHREEZRBEMZRIRER,

[(FEEE]

BABEEEFEEER (1994-95)  AFSUMB& K (1998-2001)  WFUMB% & (2000-03) o
B A R E FIHEZATSHEE AR (1990-98)

BARN AR - ZHTFSEIEER (2009-) X 1

KE-AZUT - RRALF-TFLR AL R FR=F L R F =X S 7 -BR-EBEREFERES B KERRBHFES (AUA) ZEREITH,
[ZE]

BAABRBRFZEBROE ] (197558, REBNBSEREEDORS)

T A HBEEEZFSREE (19975, i RBFBEEZMCER) -

AN AKE (20034, RN AKEIRE 2 X T LADEREELERIZIHE) .
AABEEEFRIERE (2008F, BEEKEZOMR L HROBEFEZOREICER) .

1982FDME. . KE T 71 b2 THES h -3 FBEF EFMES (WFUMB) K&=h SIRE L 7= Eh V)
DFDFFIC.WFUMBDRTEIS R 72 - LB REXRZEOMBEHBAYIE» SEEI H V)  FAEWFUMB DI5ZIE
EEBILLSTEENIERT2EEC. RERTERIPEREER LWV ICHEL TEW LS L-PWX-T
BLWEDSHFEN H 7= RBADZIETU LK) LD FLEFIELKRED S REFIALERKEAFEL THE
DIFABIREHRIBEL TV AEWAEZEICBREL. ChIFEIFICSA LT ThIEE S B VW EEEERD 1=

BERELD DY BEPH CTWFUMBDIBERICHE U AZBFICIEAHIC 3 v 7 &R T MLA
HEEIEENE CH D ECHERAEEABRIGODADP BRNEINTEFLAZTTRASDLSEL,
SEPRESAS AV ELEVWRBABAER SN KEBRREOTEARAZ MGV BER SN EH
TR EMEFERL TVIDONIIERTIIEETH 5, &2 < [ERR]IC Idfavour, approve, for, [t IC &
oppose, object, againstL &L VWAWAREWAN HD I ET S5 ZDEFNOH TRALRER > - Fh&—H#IC
BRICA > HLIRERAZOGRETESR G A EE > THERBR Y H - -h 52 & WhearingDEENI i e
Dol BARAKICEEBD T [ RE BEBFE-FTT L) EREDE FEILESPIPEINZDEEL T VWD,

Bro5DDPDENF WFUMBDEBELEWSTHIToRDOALBEDEEFIFHEYO E L. £ /native
speaker T > CHRKEBEHBLA—X S UTHENOESFEIBIEZOHR ) »BODT BHEEAEVDI
HENBEIESOEFRLETTHEDL -/ L LB EENEBBEREBRDERENFADARBRNILT S,
ETHHAARAICHEFRNGI TERVWER LU LD SO DOHERBIIAHINAZZEIZEZADDIELE 5
P A0EBR-TZAZAENDEBESRN TCOMUIBILINBZIC DA o EEVWEVWT EEEDRBIE
EOHEWBEITEADLIICE LSRR,

WFUMBDEHIE3ET. Z WP O 3R AS P E,L» WEBEEHIBEE N 3 (SE» SEHHI2FIC
Bo7) FASRIEEDIERIEE 2 2. ERDIEE 22 H 1994 F ICRISRICEEN 2. 22 Th & 2 ER
ROIBEEFT7OTICE> TE T ADEMDH ECI1997FE KSR ISEH I N . 2000FE» 52003F £ T&

164



REFGIB TV ALV,

LFIFWFUMB 2B ¢ 56 DDMIRES D 5 5. FEK (FLAUS) &g 7 7 Y 1 (MASU) 3 E%3L &
Ni-EP ) TERESEI NP AL MMORZRAEESDOAINEFEES TERIMRE STV LSS MBEIRL
PolDEN . ZOBBARIEXEGHIBES &L > -0 7SR DGiovanni Cerrild 77 Vb h 5814
NWE-DIBRAMDESN THZ A—XNFTUT EMFE- 77 ) HO2MBES ESEHI DAV (Z Ml
EELDEWVND  ZNTHAEPERNOO—FT— 2 a L IZEWAAREVWEDETH 5,8 5T JT7HE
HEE(AFSUMB) R CHAZ - BELGEPNEDITETC.ChETTIT7PSBBRLEUN» EH TEL
WFUMBOSRDOBFICBVWEMRERE TH Y HEETOSROETE S 2 LBUANERIIEA THEEL
BHEEEL TV, LPHEBZETONRICH - TR OBUAMER L W 81X N 318 A Dpersonalityd
AT HEEERIND, ZOBKRT. SHDEMESEE - THRERYEBEIVIEED S K= —-K&ETWFUMB
DRPERCERICEBBNICERICHET ) ICHES N DI BABEEEFREICE > TERDE
BEwWhhEAESEWIHEIIBO A ETOIETEFIPHROSNIZDLEER S,

MHEREHED3EBIE. WFUMB 2R T 26HUISEA N T FRICLob W) EEBEED. SE VI
BALOOUREERET 2. JVWERTORAERIEILI N /AFHTH - . AL YME L b - B BUREE
H4Z & h. Soren Hancke &\ 5 BBE % Secretary (EEF & T “Secretary” [ BAZED [ME ] & IEEWV.F
U< “Secretary” E W) BOEEDEERECPKEOEBREEICHYETA)ICEEN T ETREHICRYY)
h

SRICHE S BRI BHEHEICE 5> ZWFUMBILRI AV EDTHEME LAZVWER WV . WAWVNBE L KIS
WFUMB Center of Excellence(COE) & W5 #7 L Wi EHE B ORI EEL /-, TN IIFERELET
BEICEEN L TV 2 BEREFS EWFUMBY BEICZZ it A CHMICCOEZRIL L. ZThZhDESDERE
THBEEHEEETLTHS5VW WFUMBREFIZE T T EVWIHDWWRELZ > P . FWIIL Titx
DEEAID > HEWFUMBALEH 5 b AL LIFTF & W& =5 H2FEBD S 5 (C #5745 EH (Bangladesh,
Uganda, Venezuela, Rumania) CiEBI D BRI S NS TIRWFUMBDREEE£DF THFIEIr HFHEEFI N
TWwW70z7 hEENTHY FABRWCHBERTZEN TE

WFUMBICBR L 7225 FB I RS E > TREPDABDICHBA SN EVWSHEHVVRERTH -7 2L T
He2tEEh SHEEFEEREABL OO MR ERAL. ZOFTAREE I HENEHAEWVIREE
FCEADPOITHTIRRICEREN A COMBICEHH L. TOBBEFTA T I 0 2ZLDFLITDLY
SHEtLE L H B RETH 3,

% . WFUMB-AFSUMBDBIEXIF X DEEIEIC DL\ T It B HEE DIFE[BE RS ESAIICHL
Vo ¥ Z MLIBORBICE L TIHHE>Y £ 8RN,

X

1) MEHHKBEESIES®R BAT 727842 —, TR, 1987.

2)E R HRBEREEFFHRES L7V TBEREFFHES. BEKES28:1058-1066, 2001.
3) Watanabe H:History of WFUMB and AFSUMB. J Med Ultrasound 9: 167-175, 2001.

165



LUTOD2EN®HmXIE . EEBICTESEDEHICHMFUEL -
BHED REERVBEREEFSDRERZES. S5 VIC
J Med Ultrasound(Z 3 EsEEF PRI 2 TEWVTH W E T,

166




HRBEREPPINEG L7 O 7TBEREFZRINES
VS

World Federation for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (WFUMB) and
Asian Federation for Societies of Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (AFSUMB)

Hiroki WATANABE, M.D., SISUM

J Med Ultrasonics Vol.28 No.7 BRI

167



HREFREFRINES L7 07 BB RERFEINES

#E1

S

World Federation for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (WFUMB) and
Asian Federation for Societies of Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (AFSUMB)

Hiroki WaTanase, M.D. | SISUM

Abstract
The History and the system of World Federation for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (WFUMB), as well as Asian
Federation for Societies of Ultrasound in Medicine and Biclogy (AFSUMB) , are described briefly. It is expected that the Japan
Society of Ulirasonics in Medicine (JSUM ) would support them, because TSUM was an important founder society of them and

has taken a leadership for them since the establishment.

1. L&

BAETEREES R, HRETRESF NS
World Federation for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biol-
ogy (EIF WFUMB L#BE4 5, chidl9=77 4]
LRETE) BRUT YT HEEEERY Asian
Federation for Societies of Ultrasound in Medicine and
Biology (BLF AFSUMB 2 #BE4 5, chiz [T74
L ERETE,) OGS »i—DDEDTHD, £
nooBEERCTRTE, » -0 L2TH-
IE

£IC, FTHAMATEERSSAOEFSAR, H@
MEEONWTECH-TREE S MM LEE
A, [HEREY | ORI Clsoky s &
Hit:oEfttTac i Li

2. EREFREFFHES (WFUMB)

E{HMeNTWE LS, HETTHEEYIL 1950 F
iz, EE - W - BAEO 3 25T I EN NS E
fik, BEHVWOEERIZE ¢, ThERBEICMRENT
HRTOiiw, b f 0RO pioneer 12 = fz
MEFEHE L vy, CT 4 MRI QBT s — <Al E
ghshfor, FREEERObPTEROLMSS

TGN TR L 4 2 Bbh 2 BRI, RS
o DR, TANLEZI A LEHENS
HEOTREVREBLAE,

EFH5VAPENE - f i, ¥ D pioneer 25
HEHLWORBENDS-1-L &, ERL<LTHE
EEFONESET I RMLEL S 20, ERY
Mo - £CTHBETEESS Wold
Congress of Ultrasonic Diagnostics in Medicine 2-#1i
FEUENE L, £0W 1 B 1969 41 Wien THlA
NiOTHI,

CokEIEFTOHMEASICE ThETRTT
Hil s h TR BFE OB TR RS L ThEh 340
kD,

R S 2 BEEEAE BES
{HINETERESES (AIUM) TH55, ThBlfe
FohoEThaigadficoh, ToALI LR
Bl bHhi ol HETELOTIEAIUM N
—FoEbiTcHs oK IS2ECETHSC
LT E, BECMT S0 RESEL, BlErosiy
OHiEMEN TS, A LIHhR, &b i
BHESBOLBICTELLOTS - T, HTFREN
O SO 1964 LD Z LTS THE,

EEHio _HF RSO HEB TR S (JISUM)

AR S 2 (Meij University of Oriental Medicine (Graduate School) Hiyoshi-cho, Funai-gun, Kyoto 629-0392)

President, WFUMB and AFSUMB
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. Thas, 2HT WFUMB OFIRICHED, To%
T OHF]D federation & 735 5.

Z 95 LT, 1973 4£1C Rotterdam THAD» N 725 2 [A]
DEEBEHEYS TREROEEHBSEMKLE
2 DZFR M RBE MR EFMES WFUMB &R &
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#HLTHY, EERBETHERFXORECEL TS,
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FTOE->TESNKODTH 5. BEHEFEOFE
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WFUMB #4fi k4 (WFUMB °76) (¥, AIUM -
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(ASUM), % hic §ijzk @ SIDUO 75 & % F (KT,
AIUM 75 host society & 75 » THI I e dbDTH -
7o, DMy ofiicEk-o %, A 5 KEED federa-
tion D FKEIE L BAKILL TW L. §8bB,
EFSUMB i #2\) T AFSUMB %5 1985 4EIC 02 L 72,
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Tablel AFFILIATED FEDERATIONS AND MEMBERSHIP OF WFUMB

Affiliated Federations

Office 1998 Members

Asian Federation of Societies for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology

(AFSUMB) Seoul, Korea 17,365
European Federation of Societies for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology

(EFSUMB) London, U.K. 12,522
American Institute for Ultrasound in Medicine

(AIUM) Laurel, U.S.A. 7,005
Latin-American Federation of Societies for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology

(FLAUS) Sdo Paulo, Brasil 4,840
Australasian Society for Ultrasound in Medicine

(ASUM) Willoughby, Australia 1,232
Mediterranean and African Society for Ultrasound

(MASU) Piacenza, Italy 511

Total 43,475

72. X HITEEKRAPEICIZ Latin-American Federation of
Societies for Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology
(FLAUS) ##:Fh, 77 ) HKMETEIERE EEA
ZVEVIBRERENS, 15U T - bLIRELB
g aHichE - 77 Y A BEHEZF S Mediterranean
and African Society for Ultrasound (MASU, <— X —
ERET D) BEB L. 5L TEHAED WFUMB
1%, 6 D ® federations IT & » THELEE L £ <M
BT OERRFEREB~NLERBELILOTHS. ThH
DHWE BB RBOFEM, 199 F 082 %,
Table 1 IZ/R9.

WFUMB O7E#E)I, 3 XTH T D federation 5> 5
WS h2F2BICL > TEHShTWVWS., Zo%iR
LB1ABLVELSKEIFLVTH S, £ federa-
tion TH, REOBBFWFERL SELHEE 3 FABIN
L, 09 b5¥%% WFUMB oy, 8% HSO
federation D FH & LTW3. WFUMB 042 E¥d
STIAGE P 5, 1006 FERXBENMAShIcELTZD
FEAHEZ 70,000 FAVREVD T LT B, FKIT,
BEEORZ2MECHAER FROBEREF L, X
By —<vRBLCVHATVEIOT, THEEL
LD % federation > 5 DELEAILF I
BUBBRON, HHOETH 5.

WFUMB O&EH I IZ, 6 AD#E officers, 6 ADHEH
councillors, 3 ADXEFEZEEE co-opted councillors
GEFIT & 5T VHETRERIITV), Thchifia

R ER Journal

W,

£ Immediate Past-President,
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Editor BFZERE B V) O 17T&Ick > TirbhTL
%. Biff (2000 4£—2003 4F) @fEL TV B AL DKE
%, Table2 iZ/R9.

BEIET TR GHFIC 1E], FHRAE L FEEIC
A S NZ) 1ok 282 (Fo72 LEREBE 2 HAIIC
254 federation IT{KFHT %) TEHE SN B, ki
E President 72 17 (2, BijfHic k£ E President-Elect
BRI N TV RAY, BRI K ST HEICEES
5. % 1 BI&E Vice-President 1 iZ2E I, F2EI&E
Vice-President II [3ZHHERE + &1 Treasurer ICEHMH
oG E, kZbicthicRb208ELHETH
5. HBHAE Secretary DHEFRIIMER T, B LA LT
TOZEA2TATIEEBLTVWS, Thd, EEHOFEE
BREDZEEZEZNIIHETE 3.

HHEIIOVL TR, 2B WFUMB 2402 8¥
D 10% LI EAEF 9 30 federation 13, EXICX 5T
IADOHEARIEETE 3. KA 10% iz 120
federation (3, 2 AOEHFEORFAEERICL > THS
T i B0, BIFEIR T D & 575 federation (& ASUM
EMASU KT LPROVOT, HEEERILEVTE
ATVS, QRIEEHER, I TBINTEH
B -HEFEoFMhALESRT, HIRI & PETE
DRV ERIETE S L9, BEBTALELT 5. HE
f#]1c, AFSUMB - EFSUMB - ATUM @ 3 X federa-
tion (F3—4 AD, ZDithod federation T 1—2 AD #
YN—FREHBI LIS 0k, BEHERS
HERHAEZERE L GERINTL 345, Bidhi2E
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Table2 PRESENT OFFICERS AND COUNCILLORS OF WFUMB

(2000-2003)
President :
President-Elect :
Vice-President I :
Vice-President II :
Secretary :
Treasurer :
Immediate Past-President :

Administrative Councillors :

Co-opted Councillors :

Journal Editor :

Hiroki Watanabe (Japan=AFSUMB)
Marvin C. Ziskin (USA=AIUM)
Kittipong Vairojanavong (Thailand=AFSUMB)
Hassan A. Gharbi (Tunisia=MASU)
S¢ren Hancke (Denmark=EFSUMB)
Christopher R.B. Merrit (USA=AIUM)
Harald Lutz (Germany = EFSUMB)
Masunori Matsuzaki (Japan=AFSUMB)
Michel Claudon (France=EFSUMB)
Lawrence D. Platt (USA=AIUM)

Luiz Antonio Bail o (Brasil=FLAUS)
Robert Gill (Australia=ASUM)
Elisabetta Buscarini (Italy=MASU)
Byung Ihn Choi (Korea=AFSUMB)
Alfred Kurtz (USA =AIUM)

Giovanni Cerri (Brasil=FLAUS)

Peter N.T. Wells (UK =EFSUMB)

RHERMEOF|ELBN T, WFUMB Z D & D OF|
WOIDICERE LI hEE sy, R 13 E
Th5s.
ANBOEBEER S 1o DIcEFEOL &, #1981
FITFIEANHAKXREOHE T Kossof RRICL VK
fRZHEEICEZ SO, ThE 2 #ni0b, 1988 4F
75 AFSUMB 5 5 2 JORIBEFICHEES N, 1994 £
WE 1 RIREI, 1997 Fio iR RICEE T:EITH,
VELE 5 HoRaTtaRicEsETvickivni, o
FI20EAZBLTVS. Lk -> THABEREY
£LELTH HLATHERETAZRLVEKHD S
AFSUMB ® WFUMB .IC#% D C 4, HARMLERZEAH
BRITOFCKECRBERD TOL T EHBREFET
»%. AFSUMBWNITH, HALMOELZIZZ IV

5 HCKE O EBMEF KB L TWT, b THERH
KAFZRHTL 5. HARKOBERF2THO,
WFUMB % AFSUMB O & EELAIR A v X—T
H o HABBEREER S, HocBihrLdnw
Lokl TVELL,

San Francisco D% 1 [A]L1#% D WFUMB D247 AL
&, MERE 3T & Ic RTINS h T
X7, 05 DOBAfEM & host society K AL E%,
Table 3 iZ/x 3. K[E (WFUMB 2003) (3, AIUM 78
host society & 7% > T, AIUM DERKAL %34, 2003
6 H 1-6 HIT &1 + ¥ D Montreal TN 5. k%
[El3wE O T (20064E5 H 28—6 H 1 H) TH 5.
7538, WFUMB % B D4 E President it HAOHEE
WML, L T THRELED President & 135]D

Table3 WFUMB CONGRESSES

Congress Venue Host Society Congress President WFUMB President

WFUMB ’76 San Francisco AIUM  Gilbert Baum Gilbert Baum (AIUM)
WFUMB *79  Miyazaki JSUM  Toshio Wagai Toshio Wagai (JSUM)
WFUMB ’82  Brighton BMUS  Patricia Morley Hans Miiller (SGUM)
WFUMB ’85  Sydney ASUM  George Kossoff George Kossoff (ASUM)
WFUMB ’88  Washington, DC AIUM  Horace E. Thompson Horace E. Thompson (AIUM)
WFUMB ’91 Copenhagen DUDS Hans H. Holm Francis Weill (SFAUMB)
WFUMB ’9%4 Sapporo JSUM Morimichi Fukuda Morimichi Fukuda (JSUM)
WFUMB *97 Buenos Aires FLAUS Alberto E. Belinsky Barry B. Goldberg (AIUM)

WFUMB 2000 Firenze
WFUMB 2003 Montreal
WFUMB 2006 Seoul

AIUM
KSMU
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SIUMB Luigi Bolondi
Alfred Kurtz
Byung-Ihn Choi

Harald Lutz (DEGUM)
Hiroki Watanabe (JSUM)
Marvin C. Ziskin (AIUM)
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Table4 AFSUMB CONGRESSES

Congress Venue Host Society Congress President AFSUMB President
AFSUMB 87  Tokyo JSUM Toshio Wagai Toshio Wagai (JSUM)
AFSUMB ’89  Bali ISUM Willyarto Wibisono  Willyarto Wibisono (ISUM)
AFSUMB *92  Seoul KSMU Chu-Wan Kim Chu-Wan Kim (KSMU)
AFSUMB ’95  Beijing SUMCMA Jian-Fan Ren Hiroki Watanabe (Acting)
AFSUMB 98  Taipei CTSUM Hsi-Yao Chen Hsi-Yao Chen (CTSUM)
AFSUMB 2001 Kuala Lumpur MSUM S. Raman Hiroki Watanabe (JSUM)

AFSUMB 2004 Utsunomiya JSUM

FAETH B, 112 LiBFEICE UA»EE Z QB3
2. KPP -0 WFUMBAE b,
Table 3 iZ/;x L 7-.

3. 7U7BEREFXZHMES (AFSUMB)

LiRo & >z, WFUMB B3IV < > DEOM
BRFEVPET->TREL, TOBRETHIE LD
federation 23X L TW 72D 13 EFSUMB 753 T & -
720, YUFoHBIcESWTRAICER»OHIKTS
federation V.5 HF 5 I ENBEFEN. 7ITI
BLTiE, HABRTEEZERDE» I, TIE - #E -
AVFRYT VL=V 7 A VFRERTTIEBE
BFEXDBEEL, JEhEEAS v Fic3ERO¥S
DBdH -1z, THHHKIT AFSUMB T & > TREBEE
EODABRREL S,

e, <, 1979 FICHIBTE 2 [l WFUMB k£
%, WFUMB &K L K22 E %23 L sk
MEHEZE Z0REEOSERXCEEIITT
AFSUMB OffifffticEF st 2L T, 19854
% 4[] WFUMB K&hy F = —CTHbL B, K
LEBMLELT Y 7RZ&EORIBICED » T,
AFSUMB LI TORXEEbD, 0HZATHE
£ 11 A 20-22 HicWF THHEBRESEEShIH
AEEREFRE 4T BIFAERRRC 5 F20REE
B9 3L T, BIERRIEHT B &I 1.

METI, EHEROEEE L - EHFEALRE
AR#EH#Z (DB AFSUMB OEHRE, WFUMB O&E
EREENS) SR - T, B¥AREBEXFE
B BEoOHHEYM ATV, AFSUMB O Constitution %
EEKL, T 5¥EXNHABEHEFE2EMA 6%
£ THPID AFSUMB HHE£ %51\ T, AFSUMB
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BEERICES Lz, 22T, REIDOKSRB 2HEHD
198746 H 24-26 HIZ FES W TV it HABF KR
FLESORREMRERES (K I TAABIERE
REIRD) e T, R THESFT I L bRE - 12,
PIRGEFRASRRICIEHHR, FHEREICIIE
H#ERZ, 25t 3EDSHE L.

Z5L7T, FTHATHMES /- AFSUMB K&
i3, ZDH% WFUMB i35 > TAIAIETLEEL,
NEFE ki s T W3 (772 L 2 [AlD AFSUMB *89
I35 1A 2 FERIfTbN ). B & host society
RUORELE, ZhicHE O AFSUMB &% Table
41279, LI, WFUMB K£&0D & - 12> E DI
AFSUMB 25% 1, % D % 2> ¥ D4R EFSUMB 73
& - T, BT WFUMB IZRE 5 & W 9 circulation A5
BROL L TWieAs, $AERiH 5 EFSUMB 3 B4ERI I
RE-72DT, TOKHEDLERSEONLL LT,

AFSUMB O&EHI## 12, WFUMB 0% h & 1313[H
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Table 5 PRESENT OFFICERS AND COUNCILLORS OF AFSUMB

(1998-2001)
President :
President-Elect :
Vice-President :

Hiroki Watanabe (Japan=JSUM)
Kittipong Vairojanavong (Thailand=MUST)
Fon-Jou Hsieh (Taiwan=CTSUM)

Immediate Past-President:  Hsieh Yao Chen (Taiwan=CTSUM)

Secretary :
Treasurer :

Byung-Thn Choi (Korea=KSMU)
Shoichi Senda (Japan=JSUM)

Administrative Councillors : Yong Ho Auh (Korea=KSMU)
Ravi Chandran (Malaysia=MSUM)
Chen-Wen Chiang (Taiwan=CTSUM)
Masunori Matsuzaki (Japan=JSUM)
Melani Setiawan (Indonesia=ISUM)

Co-opted Councillors :

Kanu G. Bala (Bangladesh=BSU)

C.V. Vanjani (India=IFUMB)
Jin Xi Zhang (China=SUMCMA)

Journal Editor :

nEMEEL, AFSUMBO—H &N 7, HOESE
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KWL E - WFUMB O 1 BI&EEZEH TV 5.
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DiF, FE - BEMETH - 2. fido ki, hE
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DI 1E2CE T EERAFT LTV S, FVAFKCSH
o> THEOREFE K - 72DiF, JLFHD Dr.Jian-Fang
Ren #£E & 4 5 Society of Ultarasound in Medicine
of Chinese Medical Association (SUM-CMA) T& -
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Table 6 AFFILIATED SOCIETIES AND MEMBERSHIP OF AFSUMB

Affiliated Society Office 1999 Members
Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine

(JSUM) Tokyo 10,136
Chinese Taipei Society of Ultrasound in Medicine

(CTSUM) Taipei 4,811
Korean Society of Medical Ultrasound

(KSMU) Seoul 1,050
Society of Ultrasound in Medicine of Chinese Medical Association

(SUMCMA) Beijing 293
Medical Ultrasound Society of Singapore

(MUSS) Singapore 205
Medical Ultrasonic Society of Thailand

(MUST) Bangkok 180
Malaysian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine

(MSUM) Kuala Lumpur 165
Indonesian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine

(ISUM) Jakarta 140
Indian Federation of Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology

(IFUMB) Mumbai 120
Ultrasound Society of Pakistan

(USP) Karachi 102
Bangladesh Society of Ultrasonography

(BSU) Dhaka 100
Philippine Society of Ultrasound in Clinical Medicine

(PSUCM) Manila 50

Total 17,352
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History of WFUMB and AFSUMB

Hiroki Watanabe
President, WFUMB; President, AFSUMB

The history and system of the World Federation for Ultrasound in Medicine and
Biology (WFUMB), as well as the Asian Federation of Societies for Ultrasound
in Medicine and Biology (AFSUMB), are described briefly. WFUMB combines six
area federations throughout the world, and consists of approximately 50,000 members
from 50 countries, while AFSUMB is the largest area federation affiliated with
WFUMB, consisting of approximately 17,000 members from 12 countries in Asia.
A further increase in the number of members and the number of affiliated societies
is expected with the advancement of ultrasound technology and the distribution of

machines.

(J Med Ultrasound 2001;9:167-175)

KEY WORDS: ¢ administration * AFSUMB e history = WFUMB

INTRODUCTION

The World Federation for Ultrasound in Medicine
and Biology (WFUMB) is a federation organized
by six area federations from around the world,
consisting of approximately 50,000 members from
50 countries. The Asian Federation of Societies for
Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (AFSUMB) is
the largest federation in WFUMB, consisting of
approximately 17,000 members from 12 countries
in Asia. A few new societies are expected to join
the federation in 2001.

A quarter of a century for WFUMB, while one
and a half decades for AFSUMB, have now elapsed
since they were established. The pioneers concerned
with setting them up are now retiring one by one,
and the leadership is being taken over by members
of younger generations. With the lapse of time, the

process of how the organizations were established, -

as well as the original aim and spirit of the federations,
has not always been understood correctly, even by
the young leaders. This is why the author wishes
to contribute here a history of the federations from
his point of view.

A large part of this review article has already
been published in Japanese in the Journal of Medical
Ultrasonics, the official organ of the Japan Society
of Ultrasonics in Medicine (JSUM) [1]. For the
present occasion, the author has rewritten the paper
in English at the request of Journal of Medical
Ultrasound (JMU), the official organ of AFSUMB.

WORLD FEDERATION FOR ULTRASOUND
IN MEpICINE AND BroLocy (WFUMB)

It is well known that diagnostic ultrasound (US)
originated almost simultaneously in three areas in
the world — the United States, Europe and Japan

Presented in part at AFSUMB 2001 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on October 25, 2001.

Third Department of Basic Medicine, Meiji University of Oriental Medicine (Graduate School), Kyoto, Japan.
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Meiji University of Oriental Medicine, Hiyoshi-cho, Funai-gun, Kyoto, Japan 629-0392.

177



H. Watanabe

— in the 1950s. Since each development started
independently of the others, and there was no contact
between them, it is hard to identify which was the
real pioneer. This may be one of the reasons why
no one involved in the field of US has yet won the
Nobel prize, in spite of prizes having been won in
the fields of computed tomography and magnetic
resonance imaging.

Under the circumstance of its origins, it was only
natural that, at some stage, discussions on US at an
international level would eventually be necessary,
when results of developments made by the early
pioneers were disclosed between them. The first
World Congress of Ultrasonic Diagnostics in Medicine
was organized in Vienna in 1969, by mutual agreement.

To understand the progress made at the first
congress, we have to look at the state of the national
organizing societies for US in the various countries
at that time.

It is thought that the US society having the
longest history may be the American Institute of
Ultrasound in Medicine (AIUM) in the United States,
of which the origin goes back to 1952. They are
now preparing for the 50-year anniversary celebration
in 2002. In the beginning, however, the society was
organized for US therapeutic machines, while papers
on US diagnosis appeared only after 1964.

The second oldest US society in the world is the
JSUM, established in 1961. It focused mainly on
diagnosis from the very beginning.

The first international organization for US was
the Societas Internationalis pro Diagnostica
Ultrasonica in Ophtalmologia (SIDUO). Although
US in the field of ophthalmology has not been very
active in recent years, this was the leading field in
the early days. Its first congress was organized in
1964 in Berlin, and the third one in 1969 in Vienna.
The above-mentioned first World Congress was
actually formed as a part of this SIDUO III, and
with the intensive support of SIDUO itself. The
World Congress thus owed a debt to SIDUO; hence,
this organization was included as a member society
of WFUMB when WFUMB was formed later, in
spite of the nature of SIDUO, which was not a
geographic federation but rather a specialty group.
The WFUMB Constitution, Article 4.3.2, states that:
“Not more than one international specialty
organization may become affiliated for any specialty”.
This sentence conflicts with the basic policy of
WFUMB, consisting of geographic federations, but

is a remaining trace of the history with regard to
SIDUO, which now has, in fact, almost dissolved.

It must be noted that participants in the World
Congress in Vienna gathered not as national delegates,
but as individuals. The idea was created among
them, however, that a joint international organization,
to consist of national or federational units, should
be established as a matter of urgency because, even
at that period, several national bodies had already
been set up in the United States, Japan, Germany
and Australia. Thus, a tentative plan was mooted
that the detailed rules for the organization would be
completed before the next World Congress to be
held in Rotterdam 3 years later. Responding to this,
the European Federation of Societies for Ultrasound
in Medicine and Biology (EFSUMB), made up of
the national US societies in Europe, was established
in 1969 and became the first geographic federation
to be affiliated to WFUMB when it was later formed.

The planned organization was realized at the
second World Congress in Rotterdam in 1973. Its
official name was decided as the WFUMB, and the
first General Assembly with the first congress was
set for 3 years later in San Francisco. In addition,
a basic concept of WFUMB, that it would unite each
geographic federation to be established throughout
the five continents of the world in the future, was
also approved.

The first WFUMB Congress was successfully
held in San Francisco in 1976 (WFUMB °76), hosted
by AIUM and with the mutual cooperation of AIUM,
EFSUMB, JSUM, the Australian Society for
Ultrasound in Medicine (ASUM), SIDUO and others.
From then onwards, the organizational activities of
geographic federations throughout the continents of
the world accelerated. After EFSUMB, AFSUMB
came on the stage in 1985, and this will be mentioned
later. AIUM joined Canada to become the North
American federation. The ASUM changed its name
to the “Australasian Society”, which was inclusive
of Australia and New Zealand. In South America,
the Latin-American Federation of Societies for
Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (FLAUS) was
formed, while in Africa, the Mediterranean and
African Society for Ultrasound (MASU) was
established, to which Italy and Turkey joined, in
consideration of the unique situation in Africa with
many developing countries. Thus, the WFUMB has
advanced at present to an enormous scientific
organization, covering the world with a network of
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six geographic federations. The office and
membership of each of them in 1998 are shown in
Table 1.

All activities of WFUMB rely upon annual fees
from the six affiliated geographic federations. The
amount of this fee is US 1.5 dollars per member
annually. A large majority of the federations collects
an annual fee of US 3 dollars from each affiliated
national society, of which half is transferred to
WFUMB. Since the total membership of WFUMB
is nearly 50,000, the total income of WFUMB per
year is a little more than US 70,000 dollars, provided
100% of the fees are paid on time. Therefore,
WFUMB is poor and “save money” has been its
motto from the beginning. In recent years, WFUMB
has been very much engaged in important projects
like safety and education; thus, budgetary questions
are always very pressing.

The administration of WFUMB is carried out by
17 members, including six officers (President,
President-Elect, Vice-Presidents I and II, Secretary
and Treasurer), six Councilors, three Co-opted
Councilors, Immediate Past-President and Journal
Editor. Co-opted Councilors and the Journal Editor
have no voting rights. The administrators for the
current term (2000-2003) are listed in Table 2.

Officers are elected in the General Assembly,

History of WFUMB and AFSUMB

which is held at the congress every 3 years. However,
voting is held by mail ballot from the affiliated
federations prior to the General Assembly. The
President-Elect is appointed as the next President
without further voting. Vice-President I will take
over the responsibilities of the President when he
or she has an accident. Vice-President II will substitute
for the Secretary or the Treasurer under the same
circumstances.

With regard to Councilors, any federation having
members totaling more than 10% of the entire
membership of WFUMB can appoint one Councilor
without voting. The other two Councilor positions
are filled by voting among the small federations
having less than 10% of the membership. However,
voting has not been carried out in recent years,
because the only federations corresponding to this
rule are the ASUM and MASU. Co-opted Councilors
are appointed by the President to rectify any
imbalance among the elected members, in terms of
their specialties or between federations. The
administrators are thus appointed on the basis of
each federation, but are requested to dedicate their
activities only to the benefit of WFUMB itself,
independently from their own federations. The term
for the administrators is 3 years, except for the
Journal Editor.

Table 1. Affiliated federations and membership of WFUMB

Affiliated federation

1998 Office 1998 Membership

Asian Federation of Societies for
Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (AFSUMB)

European Federation of Societies for
Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (EFSUMB)

American Institute of Ultrasound in
Medicine (AIUM)

Latin-American Federation of Societies for
Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (FLAUS)

Australasian Society for Ultrasound in
Medicine (ASUM)

Mediterranean and African Society for
Ultrasound (MASU)

Seoul, Korea 17,365
London, UK 12,522

Laurel, MD, USA 7,005

Sdo Paulo, Brazil 4,840
Willoughby, NSW, Australia 1,232
Piacenza, Italy 511

Total 43,475
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Table 2. Current officers and councilors of WFUMB (2000-2003)

President

President-Elect
Vice-President 1
Vice-President 11
Secretary

Treasurer

Immediate Past-President

Administrative Councilors

Co-opted Councilors

Journal Editor

Hiroki Watanabe (Japan, AFSUMB)

Marvin C. Ziskin (USA, AIUM)

Kittipong Vairojanavong (Thailand, AFSUMB)
Hassan A. Gharbi (Tunisia, MASU)

Sgren Hancke (Denmark, EFSUMB)
Christopher RB Merrit (USA, AIUM)

Harald Lutz (Germany, EFSUMB)

Masunori Matsuzaki (Japan, AFSUMB)
Michel Claudon (France, EFSUMB)
Lawrence D. Platt (USA, AIUM)

Luiz Antonio Baildo (Brazil, FLAUS)
Robert Gill (Australia, ASUM)
Elisabetta Buscarini (Italy, MASU)

Byung Ihn Choi (Korea, AFSUMB)
Alfred Kurtz (USA, AIUM)
Giovanni Cerri (Brazil, FLAUS)

Peter NT Wells (UK, EFSUMB)

After the first event in San Francisco, WFUMB
congresses have been smoothly and successfully
organized in various cities around the world every
3 years. The venue, host society and name of the
President of each congress are listed in Table 3. The
next congress, WFUMB 2003, will be held in
Montreal from June 1 to 6, 2003, as a joint convention
with the AIUM Annual Meeting. Following WFUMB
2003, WFUMB 2006 will be hosted by the Korean
Society of Medical Ultrasound (KSMU) in Seoul
from October 21 to 25, 2006. According to the
WFUMB Constitution, the WFUMB President and

Table 3. WFUMB Congresses

the President of the congress shall be independent
of the other. In the past, however, some WFUMB
Presidents have organized congresses themselves.
The names of the WFUMB Presidents at the time
of each congress are also listed in Table 3.

ASIAN FEDERATION OF SOCIETIES FOR
ULTRASOUND IN MEDICINE AND
BioLocy (AFSUMB)

As mentioned above, the only geographic federation
established at the beginning of WFUMB was the

Congress Venue Host Society Congress President WFUMB President

WFUMB 76 San Francisco AIUM Gilbert Baum Gilbert Baum (SIDUO/AIUM)
WFUMB °79 Miyazaki JSUM Toshio Wagai Toshio Wagai (JSUM)
WFUMB °’82  Brighton BMUS Patricia Morley Hans Miiller (SGUM)
WFUMB ’85 Sydney ASUM George Kossoff George Kossoff (ASUM)
WFUMB °88 Washington, DC AIUM Horace E. Thompson Horace E. Thompson (AIUM)
WFUMB °91 Copenhagen DUDS Hans H. Holm Francis Weill (SFAUMB)
WFUMB °94  Sapporo JSUM Morimichi Fukuda Morimichi Fukuda (JSUM)
WFUMB °’97 Buenos Aires FLAUS Alberto E. Belinsky Barry B. Goldberg (AIUM)
WFUMB 2000 Firenze SIUMB Luigi Bolondi Harald Lutz (DEGUM)
WFUMB 2003 Montreal AIUM Alfred Kurtz Hiroki Watanabe (JSUM)
WFUMB 2006 Seoul KSMU Byung-Ihn Choi Marvin C. Ziskin (AIUM)
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EFSUMB. For that reason, there was an urgent
requirement to organize geographic federations in
other areas. In Asia at that time, US societies existed
in Japan, China, Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia and
India. In particular, there were two or more societies
in China and India. This later caused serious problems
in AFSUMB.

Professor Toshio Wagai, one of the worldwide
pioneers of US and who organized the second
WFUMB Congress (WFUMB ’79) in Miyazaki as
the President of both WFUMB and the congress,
began to construct AFSUMB with the above-
mentioned national societies. He first presided over
a closed meeting with representatives from those
societies during the WFUMB ’85 Congress in
Sydney. Then, during the 47th Annual Meeting of
JSUM held under the presidency of Dr. Hiroshi
Yokoi in Kobe from November 20 to 22, 1985, he
had a preparatory committee meeting to establish
AFSUMB, inviting representatives from five foreign
societies to be official guests of the meeting.

In Kobe, an intensive but cooperative discussion
was held in order to draw up the constitution of
AFSUMB under the leadership of Professor
Morimichi Fukuda (the first AFSUMB Secretary
and the seventh WFUMB President) and the first
AFSUMB Administrative Council Meeting was
opened to declare formally the establishment of
AFSUMB. At the same time, it was decided that
the first AFSUMB Congress (AFSUMB °87) would
be associated with the 50th Memorial Annual Meeting
of JSUM in Tokyo on June 24 to 26, 1987, under
the presidency of Professor Hisaya Takeuchi (6th
WFUMB Vice-President). Professor Wagai was
appointed as the first AFSUMB President and the
congress President, while Professor Fukada and the
author were the first AFSUMB Secretary and
Treasurer, respectively. Other members of the original

Table 4. AFSUMB Congresses
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council were: Dr. Willyarto Wibisono (Indonesia,
President-Elect), Professor Chu-Wan Kim (Korea,
Vice-President), Dr. Jian-Fang Ren (China), Dr.
Shing-Kwee Ong (Malaysia) and Dr. VR Singh
(India). Many of these persons later went on to hold
important positions in AFSUMB.

Thus, the AFSUMB Congresses started in Japan
have been successfully held every 3 years, following
the system of WFUMB, though the second congress
(AFSUMB ’89) was planned 2 years after the first
one. The venue, host society and name of the
President of each Congress are listed in Table 4. In
the early years, there was a rotation with the effect
that AFSUMB congress was set for the year following
the WFUMB Congress, and the EFSUMB Congress
was set for the year following AFSUMB. The rotation
was abandoned a few years ago because EFSUMB
now holds a congress once every year.

The administrative mechanism of AFSUMB is
similar to that of WFUMB. The only difference is
that the number of Co-opted Councilors is intended
to be “several”, instead of “two” as set in the
WFUMB Constitution, in order to permit the
attendance of representatives from any of the small
societies at the table of the Administrative Council.
Three large affiliated societies, namely, JSUM,
Chinese Taipei Society of Ultrasound in Medicine
(CTSUM) and KSMU make up more than 10% of
the total membership; thus, they delegate one
Councilor to the council. The current total number
of officers and councilors of AFSUMB is 15. The
administrators for the present term (1998-2001) are
listed in Table 5.

AFSUMB has expanded year by year. First,
Thailand joined. Shortly after the establishment of
AFSUMB, the author was invited to Rajavithi
Hospital in Bangkok for the opening ceremony of
the newly constructed Stone Crushing Center. After

Congress Venue Host society Congress President AFSUMB President
AFSUMB °’87  Tokyo JSUM Toshio Wagai Toshio Wagai (JSUM)
AFSUMB ’89  Bali ISUM Willyarto Wibisono Willyarto Wibisono (ISUM)
AFSUMB °92  Seoul KSMU Chu-Wan Kim Chu-Wan Kim (KSMU)
AFSUMB °95  Beijing SUM-CMA Jian-Fan Ren Hiroki Watanabe (Acting)
AFSUMB ’98  Taipei CTSUM Hsi-Yao Chen Hsi-Yao Chen (CTSUM)
AFSUMB 2001 Kuala Lumpur MSUM S. Raman Hiroki Watanabe (JSUM)
AFSUMB 2004 Utsunomiya JSUM Kouichi Itoh Kittipong V. (MUST)
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the ceremony, the author was introduced to a
gynecologist in the hospital, Dr. Kittipong
Vairojanavong, who had been intensively involved
in US for many years. As no US society existed
in Thailand at the time, I recommended that one be
organized urgently. He followed up the suggestion
and the newly established Medical Ultrasonic Society
of Thailand (MUST) was affiliated to AFSUMB
shortly thereafter. He is now dedicating himself to
AFSUMB as President-Elect, and to WFUMB as
Vice-President 1.

The complicated relationship between China
(mainland) and Taiwan had a marked influence on
AFSUMB. It is a basic policy of AFSUMB, as well
as of WFUMB, that only one society can represent
one country. As mentioned already, China was one
of the original members of AFSUMB. China is large
and its local areas are rather independent from each
other. Numbers of small US organizations were,
accordingly, to be found in some prominent cities
even at that time. Luckily, the society joining
AFSUMB from China was the Society of Ultrasound
in Medicine of Chinese Medical Association (SUM-
CMA), of which the President was Dr. Jian-Fang
Ren. This society belongs directly to the CMA,
which is a part of the Chinese government. Therefore,
its legitimacy was substantial, in spite of its having
only a few hundred members. This selection is
thought to have been for the best, even looking back

now. Because of the legitimacy, however, a serious
problem was to occur later.

On the other hand, in Taiwan, the Society of
Ultrasound in Medicine of Republic of China
(SUMROC) was established in the beginning of the
1980s, collecting many members and acting vividly.
The society was enthusiastic about becoming affiliated
to AFSUMB. However, if this was to happen, it
would mean acknowledging that two different
countries existed in one China, a situation not
politically acceptable to either China or Taiwan.
AFSUMB entrusted the author, then serving as the
Secretary of AFSUMB for that term, to find a
solution to the matter.

Firstly, the author visited the CMA office in
Beijing and met Mr. Fu Qun, Director of International
Liaison, CMA, with Dr. Ren. Mr. Fu was a competent
young officer and stated that CMA would be able
to recognize the society in Taiwan, if it could be
proved that the society was not a national organization
but rather a local assembly based in one of the cities
in China, following the precedents. The name of the
society would be the simplest way to prove the case.
He suggested three acceptable candidates for the
name. Use of the word “Taiwan” or to imply that
it was a national body was strictly prohibited.

The author transmitted this information to the
Taiwan side, suggesting the possibility of changing
the name of the society. Fortunately, they were

Table 5. Officers and councilors of AFSUMB from 1998 to 2001

President

President-Elect
Vice-President

Immediate Past-President
Secretary

Treasurer

Administrative Councilors

Hiroki Watanabe (Japan, JSUM)

Kittipong Vairojanavong (Thailand, MUST)
- Fon-Jou Hsieh (Taipei, CTSUM)

Hsieh Yao Chen (Taipei, CTSUM)

Byung-Ihn Choi (Korea, KSMU)

Shoichi Senda (Japan, JSUM)

Yong Ho Auh (Korea, KSMU)

Ravi Chandran (Malaysia, MSUM)

Chen-Wen Chiang (Taipei, CTSUM)
Masunori Matsuzaki (Japan, JSUM)
Melani Satiawan (Indonesia, ISUM)

Co-opted Councilors

Kanu G Bala (Bangladesh, BSU)

CV Vanjani (India, IFUMB)
Jin Xi Zhang (China, SUM-CMA)

Journal Editor

Yoshihide Chiba (Japan, JSUM)
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flexible enough for one of the suggested candidates,
Chinese Taipei Society of Ultrasound in Medicine
(CTSUM), to be accepted after negotiation with the
government. It took almost a year to get this answer.

The author again visited Beijing with the answer
to successfully confirm the agreement of the China
side. In the AFSUMB Administrative Council
Meeting in October of 1988, the matter was carried
unanimously, under the understanding that this was
an exceptional case, in which the basic policy of
AFSUMB did not apply. CTSUM developed
thereafter into a large society with approximately
6,000 members, and has contributed a lot to the
federation. They organized AFSUMB ’98 very
successfully. Their journal, JMU, was recently
approved as the AFSUMB official organ.

There was an implicit agreement among the
AFSUMB Councilors that the host country of the
AFSUMB ’95 Congress would be China, following
Japan, Indonesia and Korea. Dr. Ren was appointed
as the President-Elect of AFSUMB in 1989 to be
the President of the congress concurrently, according
to the agreement. Shortly thereafter, the well-known
“Tiananmen Square” incident occurred, in which the
Chinese military killed many students who were
demonstrating in front of the gate. In China, a
reshuffle of important positions in the government
is very usual in such cases. Mr. Fu was demoted,
while Dr. Ren was not able to return to his home
country from the United States, where he stayed
temporarily, though the actual reason for this was
unclear. In the beginning, Dr. Ren made a succession
of attempts to communicate with CMA and tried
to attend the administrative meetings of AFSUMB
directly from the United States. However, he finally
ceased to correspond with the AFSUMB office. This
meant that AFSUMB, still being in the very early
stages of organization, lost its next President and
the next congress venue at the same time. We faced
the most serious crisis in the history of AFSUMB.

As the first step in the contingency plan, Professor
Wagai (Journal Editor for that term) made an urgent
visit to Beijing to find out what was the new situation
in the Chinese government, because he had many
good friends in China. He confirmed that CMA still
wished to organize AFSUMB °95, in spite of the
changes in personnel. In order to try to repair the
relationship with other countries that were severely
disrupted by the incident, the Chinese government
itself was strongly promoting such international
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conventions at that time. The author (Secretary for
that term) followed up on the matter by undertaking
negotiations in Beijing with the new Director of
CMA, Mr. Gu Dezhang, and arrived at the following
solution: 1) Dr. Ren’s name would be kept as
Honorary President; 2) the Acting Presidency would
be taken by Professor Zhi-Zhang Xu, who was a
leading US researcher in Shanghai (and entirely
politics-free); and 3) all practical management would
be covered directly by CMA.

Mr. Gu was a typical able officer, who understood
the situation very well and was able to see things
through quickly. The author was impressed with the
excellence of the Chinese officers who, like Mr. Gu,
worked up front in the governmental offices, as well
as Mr. Fu, mentioned previously.

The engagement was fully met and AFSUMB °95
was magnificently staged in a newly built convention
center in Beijing, with more than 2,000 participants
gathered from various parts of China. Above all, the
splendid official banquet in the People’s Grand Hall,
reached by tens of buses rushing together without
stopping by traffic control, was the highlight of the
congress. The vacant AFSUMB Presidency was
assumed by the author, Vice-President for that term,
according to the constitution. Unfortunately, Dr. Ren
could not even attend the congress.

The basic policy of AFSUMB, specifying just
one society from each country, has caused difficulties
on many occasions. One such occasion was the
“Indian problem”. The Indian society first affiliated
to AFSUMB was “Ultrasonic Society of India” (USI),
for which the representative was Dr. VR Singh. It
later became clear that this society was, in fact, a
private assembly in a technical institute in New
Delhi and was without medical members, of which
the size was not adequate to represent a country like
India. Dr. Singh was a person with many difficulties,
and he was released by the institute a few years later.
Moreover, the society never paid its annual fees to
AFSUMB. Regardless, the problem was revealed
when it was learned that another Indian society
called “Indian Society of Medical Ultrasound”
(ISMU), a country-wide organization with many
medical members and headquartered in Bombay, had
already been formally accepted as a WFUMB-
affiliated national body. Like JSUM before the
organization of AFSUMB, many national bodies
were independently affiliated to WFUMB in the
past. If the “one society from one country” policy
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had been strictly maintained, AFSUMB including
USI could not be affiliated to WFUMB including
ISMU.

Therefore, the author, who was the Secretary of
AFSUMB for that term, had to become involved in
the matter. In the summer of 1990, he visited New
Delhi and Bombay with a proposal that both societies
would be joined in an organization to be called
“Indian Federation for Societies of Ultrasound in
Medicine and Biology” (IFSUMB), which could be
affiliated to AFSUMB as a national body from
India. ISMU accepted the proposal immediately,
while USI initially presented some difficulties and
then failed to follow up with correspondence
thereafter. Ultimately, what happened was that ISMU
only changed its name to IFSUMB. Nevertheless,
AFSUMB, which had somehow resolved both the
“China—Taiwan problem” and the “Indian problem”,
was officially affiliated to WFUMB on January 1,
1992, as the largest federation in that body.

The “Pakistan problem” was much more
complicated. From this country, two different societies
having the same name, “Ultrasound Society of
Pakistan” (USP), requested to be affiliated to
AFSUMB almost simultaneously. One of them was
a group led by Dr. Musarat Hasan in Karachi, while
the other was a group led by Professor Saad Rana

in Islamabad. Moreover, both groups had received
formal recognition from the Pakistan government
in the same way. AFSUMB had no alternative but
to watch and wait. The problem was finally
automatically solved due to the inactivity of the
Islamabad group nearly 10 years later. USP, with
Dr. Hasan as its President, recently joined
AFSUMB.

The situation in the Philippines was an example
contradicting another basic policy of AFSUMB, as
well as WFUMB, that: “An affiliated society should
not consist of only one specialty”. The “Ultrasound
Society of Philippines”, which first made an
application for affiliation to AFSUMB, was a section
of a radiology society, in which membership was
restricted to radiologists. Another society, the
“Philippine Society of Ultrasound in Clinical
Medicine” (PSUCM), which included different
specialties, was therefore affiliated, although the
majority of its leaders were gynecologists.

At present, the 12 US societies shown in Table
6 are affiliated with AFSUMB. In addition, other
national bodies from Mongolia, Cambodia and
Vietnam, for example, are now being discussed in
terms of potential affiliation. It is thus expected that
the number of countries in Asia who are represented
in AFSUMB will increase in the near future.

Table 6. Affiliated societies and membership of AFSUMB

Affiliated society Office 1999 Members
Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine (JSUM) Tokyo 10,136
Chinese Taipei Society of Ultrasound in

Medicine (CTSUM) Taipei 4,811
Korean Society of Medical Ultrasound (KSMU) Seoul 1,050
Society of Ultrasound in Medicine of Chinese

Medical Association (SUMCHA) Beijing 293
Medical Ultrasound Society of Singapore (MUSS) Singapore 205
Medical Ultrasonic Society of Thailand (MUST) Bangkok 180
Malaysian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine (MSUM) Kuala Lumpur 165
Indonesian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine (ISUM) Jakarta 140
Indian Federation of Ultrasound in Medicine and

Biology (IFUMB) Mumbai 120
Ultrasound Society of Pakistan (USP) Karachi 102
Bangladesh Society of Ultrasonography (BSU) Dhaka 100
Philippine Society of Ultrasound in Clinical

Medicine (PSUCM) Manila 50

Total 17,352
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CONCLUSION

Although there are many international medical
organizations, the author is not aware of any
organization other than WFUMB with a design plan
on such a grand scale that the whole world is
covered by six area federations, each consisting of
many national bodies. Drawing up a design is easy,
but it is astonishing that this design has already been
realized and is very active.

It is being revealed, however, that there is a
dissociation of needs for the federations among
the various countries, with the increase in the
number of affiliated societies. The main interest
is in the exchange of information on new
technologies in the developed countries, while an

History of WFUMB and AFSUMB

urgent need for machines and education is noticed
in the developing countries. The current most
important task for WFUMB and AFSUMB must
be how to respond to these varied demands
appropriately and in time.
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