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2019 JSUM Prize Winner
Katsu TAKENAKA, M.D. FISUM, SISUM (1952 -)

It is my great pleasure to write here to congratulate
Dr. Katsu Takenaka on his being awarded the 21st
Prize of the Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine
(JSUM).

Dr. Takenaka is my mentor and above all my most
important friend. He was born in Osaka, Japan in 1952
and graduated from the University of Tokyo in 1976.
After finishing his residency, he joined a research
group led by Dr. Tsuguya Sakamoto in the Second
Department of Internal Medicine of the University of
Tokyo Hospital. From 1983, he spent 3 years in UC
Irvine with Dr. Walter L. Henry conducting research
on echocardiography. He told me aside from his
research, he had a wonderful time with Dr. Shinichi
Minagoe and his family from Kagoshima, Japan. Back
in Japan, he was instrumental in advancing the field
of echocardiography. He served as president of the
Japanese Society of Echocardiography (JSE) as well
as president of the Japan Society of Ultrasonics in
Medicine (JSUM). After retiring from The University
of Tokyo, he performs echocardiography on an
outpatient basis at various hospitals and spends a lot of

time enjoying his life-long hobby: audio and music.
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Dr. Takenaka taught me many things. I am going to
share three important lessons I learned from him.
1) Keep your opinions concise and clear when you
speak. And if you do not know something, be honest
about your ignorance.
2) When you are talking to people, try to make them
smile or laugh. If you succeed, they will open their
mind and listen to you. If you fail, do not hesitate to
try again. By the way, I am still working on my sense
of humor.
3) Use your mentality whenever you are doing
something important. In addition, try hard to find
something you like and do the best to accomplish what
you like. Do not waste your time on something you
don’t like, because sooner or later you will only get
bored.

Finally, on behalf of all the people who have been
inspired by Dr. Takenaka, just like me, I say many

thanks and congratulations to Dr. Takenaka!

(Kansei Uno, MD,

Department of Computational Radiology and
Preventive Medicine, The University of Tokyo
Hospital)
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