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2012 JSUM Prize Winner
Yoshikatsu TANAHASHI, MD, FISUM, SJSUM (1944 -)

It is our great pleasure to congratulate Dr. Tanahashi
on another milestone of his extraordinary career.
Recently, Dr. Tanahashi was awarded the 14th Special
Prize by the Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine
(JSUM).

He graduated from Tohoku University School of
Medicine in 1969 and completed his residency there.
He began his work in the Genitourinary Department of
Tohoku University, where he also became a member
of the Ultrasound Development Party. His hard work
and dedication were recognized, and he was appointed
as an assistant professor in the department in 1979.
Dr. Tanahashi was a critical member of Dr. Hiroki
Watanabe’s research team, which developed the
Transrectal Ultrasound Method of the Prostate (TR-
US). Dr. Tanahashi further applied the gray-scale
method to TR-US with Dr. Harada. Today, the method
is recognized as one of the most effective procedures

and is performed all over the world.
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Through his creativity and dedication to research
and development in medicine, he has developed many
devices and procedures using ultrasound. One of the
most recognized of his works is the percutaneous
removal of urinary stones (PNL, PCNL) using
ultrasound-guided puncture. He is the first physician
ever in the world to disintegrate stones using laser
power in clinical practice.

In 1996, he organized the 70th Annual Meeting of
JSUM in Sendai City and introduced several new
ultrasound technologies in medicine. He performed a
demonstration of Tele-Medicine connecting Sendai
City and Onagawa Town, which are about 100 km
away from each other, and showcased a demonstration
of a virtual reality scanning system using 3D volume
data of ultrasound.

In addition to his pioneering research, Dr. Tanahashi
has also been an excellent administrator in the field

of medical ultrasound. He served as an executive
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trustee JSUM from 1994 to 2004, during which he
took on three important positions, i.e., Chairman
of Editorial Committee, Chairman of the Medical
Fellow Certification Committee, and Chairman of the
Research and Development Committee.

Dr. Tanahashi has earned a prominent place in the
field of ultrasound in medicine, and he has been a

great leader and an inspiration to many investigators

and clinicians.

Again, we extend our sincerest congratulations to
Dr. Tanahashi for having been awarded the 2012
JSUM Prize.

(Yutaka CHIBA, MD, PhD, Division of Urology,
Tohoku Kousai Hospital)
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