#HEEABFBERESRSR

% 1 @%5!

M
E2

A\ ith I ath

SESEE

Ultrasound Prize of Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine
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%1979 4E : Real time processing of Ultrsound Pulsed
Doppler Signals using FFT and their Simultaneous
Display with Echocardiogram, 2nd WFUMB meeting
abstract, p.396, Miyazaki.

% 1982 £E : Imaging of Blood Flow using Auto correla-
tion, Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology, vol-8,
suppl-1, 413, 3rd WFUMB meeting, Brighton, Eng-
land.

% 1982 4 ! Real time Blood Flow Imageing System uti-
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Kouroku Namekawa
Pioneer in Color Doppler Ultrasound
(1917-1987)

Stated Patent, Patent Number : 4573477, Date of
Patent : Mar. 4, 1986 (Appl. No.487147, April. 21,
1983).
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Meeting of the American Institute of Ultrasound in
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65, abstract 1119, Oct., New York.

% 1985 4E . Real time Two Dimensional Blood Flow
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nsaction on Sonics and Ultrasonics, vol-su-32, no-3,
458-464.
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Kouroku Namekawa was born in the city of Yuzawa, Akita prefecture, Japan, on 22 May, 1917, the son of Mititaro
Namekawa, head-master of the Yuzawa Women’s high school. The maiden name of Kouroku’s mother was Sato. Kouroku
marrled a Ms Noriko Sugi, a native of Fukuoka prefecture, Kouroku and a son, Naoki.
Kouroku Namekawa graduated from the Tokyo School of Applied Physics in 1940 and worlked as radarengineer in Kawanishi
machine product company between 1940 and 1945. Between 1949 to 1955 he taught Physics in the Asagaya public junior high
school Namekawa then worked as an engineer for the Japan Rador Company in the city of Mitake in Tokyo for the next twenty
years, from 1955 to 1975. He studied rador and obtained 14 patents on rador and related equipment. In 1975 Namekawa
accepted the post of senior engineer at the Aloka Company, in which capacity he investigated ultrasound Doppler. He developed
a new compound system of two dimensional image and real time pulsed Doppler signals using fast Fouler transform (FFT) and
invented the color Doppler system (two dimensional color flow mapping) which he announced at the Third WEFUMB meeting
in Brighton England, 1982. His greatest medical achievement was his development of new oc color Doppler ultrasound
equlpment based on his own original research. Physicians around the world were stunned when he announced his non-invasive
cardiac color blood flow tomography of the living human heart and great vesseis. He wrote many papers and received many
patents on his basic color Doppler imaging system. Among the many prizes he received, were the prize from Chajrman to the
Sclence and Technology Agency of Japanese Goverment, The Prize of New Technology from the Japanese ME Society. The
Prize of Newly-invantion from the Science and Technology Agency Japanese Government, The Prize of Horner of Japanese
College of Cardiology, etc.
Kouroku Namekawa died at his home at 1-10-21 Izumi Township, Hodogaya City, Tokyo in 1987.
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