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Online echocardiography seminars using cloud-based video conferencing software:
considerations of ultrasonic education in the “with corona” era

Hirotsugu YAMADA, SJISUM', Yasuaki WADA, SISUM’

Abstract

Purpose: We planned a series of webinars on echocardiography using cloud-based video conferencing software (Zoom)
and conducted a questionnaire survey of participants in the seminars in order to examine the future of echocardiography
seminars. Subjects and Methods: We held six echocardiographic web seminars in April and May 2020, and an online
questionnaire survey was conducted after the seminars. The subjects of this research are 361 people who answered the
questionnaire. Results and Discussion : The subjects were mostly in their 20s and 30s, with 77% being clinical laboratory
technicians and 14% being doctors. About 70% used Zoom for the first time. In addition to being able to watch at home
or at work, an advantage of the web seminar was the ability to participate in the seminar for those who could not attend in
the past due to the distance to the venue or time restrictions due to childcare, work, and so on. There were few negative
opinions about web seminars, and in terms of the ideal approach for echocardiography seminars in the future, there were
many people who would like to have them broadcast on the web and made available on demand even when a seminar is
held at a venue. Conclusions: Web seminars not only avoid the spread of infection under the COVID-19 epidemic but
also have many advantages compared with seminars held at a venue. Web seminars seem to have great potential as a new
approach for medical education in the “with corona” era.
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